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Phase III Trial Results for mRNA COVID-19 Vaccines







Groups at Higher Risk of Exposure and/or Severe 
Illness and Essential Workers



Notional Phase 1 Sequence



Proposed Phase 1a, 1B, and 1c Sequence

ACIP Meeting, Nov 23, 2020 



COVID-19 Vaccine and HCPs
§ Preserve capacity to care for patients with and without COVID-19
§ As of November 28:

– 238,000 confirmed and reported cases among HCPs
– >800 deaths



COVID-19’s Impact in LTCFs



Ethical Considerations of Phase 1a Prioritization



Vaccine Safety Monitoring





Urgent Outstanding Issues
§ Effect of vaccination on asymptomatic infection

– Data needed before deciding how history of vaccination will guide 
decisions on PPE use, testing, travel risk, post-exposure quarantine, 
LTCF visitation policies, etc.

§ Recommendations for pregnant and lactating women
– Increasing evidence that increased risk of severe illness and preterm 

birth due to COVID-19 disease
– 75% of HCPs are female; ~330,000 could be pregnant or post-partum

§ Management of febrile reactions to vaccination
– Differentiating from COVID-19 disease

§ Vaccination of persons previously infected and duration of immunity



Reinfection
§ Several cases reported consistent with reinfection by genetically distinct  

SARS-CoV-2 viruses
§ Variable manifestations and clinical courses
§ E.g., 25-year-old in Nevada: 

Tillett RL, et al. Lancet Infect Dis 2020; https://doi.org/10.10166/S1473-3099(20)30764-7
(published online Oct 12, 2020)

https://doi.org/10.10166/S1473-3099(20)30764-7


Reinfection by Common Coronaviruses is Common
§ Amsterdam cohort: 10 men followed since mid-1980s and undergoing serial 

blood collection every 3-6 months
§ 513 samples: 101 coronavirus infections; 3-17 per person

Edridge AWD, et al. Nature Med 2020; https://doi.org/10.1038/s41591-020-1083-1
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